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Why has this report come to Panel?

To consider the responses to the initial proposals on the review of Parliamentary 
Constituencies recently published by the Boundary Commission for England. 

Recommendation: The responses to the initial proposals are considered and any further 
representations be made by 27th March 2017. 

1 INTRODUCTION

1.1 The Boundary Commission for England (BCE) is an independent and impartial non-
departmental public body which is responsible for reviewing Parliamentary 
constituency boundaries in England.

The BCE has the task of periodically reviewing all the Parliamentary constituencies in 
England.  It is currently conducting a review on the basis of rules set by Parliament in 
2011.  The rules involve a significant reduction in the number of constituencies in 
England (from 533 to 501) and require that every constituency must have an 
electorate that is no smaller than 71,031 and no larger than 78,507. 

The North West region currently has 75 constituencies. Of these only 20 have 
electorates within 5% of the electoral quota.  The electorates of 53 constituencies 
currently fall below the 5% limit, while the electorate of just two constituencies are 
above.

2. PROPOSALS

2.1 The initial proposals were published on 13th September 2016.  These were subject to 
a 12 week consultation period, ending on 5th December 2016.

2.2 The proposals are for a costal constituency containing the towns of Workington and 
Whitehaven in the West, extending from the town of Maryport in the north to the 
River Mite in the South, as shown in the map below. 



2.3 The proposal is to call this Workington and Whitehaven Constituency.  

2.4 Council made representation to support these changes, with the only objection been 
to the proposed name.  The Council suggested two alternatives of West Cumbria 
Constituency or Whitehaven and Workington Constituency. Our full response is 
attached at appendix A.

2.5 The BCE has now published all the responses received during the initial consultation 
period and ask that any further representation on these responses be made by 27 
March 2017.

2.6 All responses submitted are shown in full at Appendix B, C and D.

3 CONCLUSION

3.1 The Working Party is asked to:

(i) Consider the responses to the initial proposals made by the Boundary Commission 
for England

(ii) Agree if any further representations needs to be made to the Boundary Commission 
for England



Consultees – Lead executive Member; Managing Director; Director; S151 Officer; Monitoring Officer

Appendix A – Council’s full response

Appendix B, C & D – Responses received and published by the BCE 


